[The methodology of clinical research in late 18th and early 19th Geneva: the case of group].
In the history of the clinic, the introduction of quantitative methods in mid-19th century medicine was obviously of great epistemological importance. The controversy about Louis's "numerical method" in the 1830's was an essential step in medical statistics. This paper deals with three Genevan dissertations from 1809 submitted to the prize essay contest on croup announced by Napoleon. It shows that collecting and comparing medical cases was practised well before 1830. An analysis of the numerical methods used by the Geneva physicians reveals international cultural influences. The awareness of the potential of numbers in medicine was increasing but marked by difficulties.